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A report on the October 2020 TASB Board of Directors Meeting and highlights of
the 2020 Delegate Assembly 
Virtual Meetings 

The TASB Board of Directors met October 2, 2020, and the Delegate
Assembly convened October 3, 2020. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic,
both meetings were held online. Following are highlights from the
meetings. 

Delegate Assembly Elects TASB Leaders, Adopts
Advocacy Agenda
The TASB Delegate Assembly met October 3 using the Zoom Webinar
platform. This marked the first-ever virtual Assembly. Delegates took
action on critical decisions that will guide TASB in representing members'
interests before state and national policymakers during the 87th Texas
Legislature. 
 

New Leadership Elected

Association officers have been chosen to lead TASB in the coming year.
Jim Rice, Fort Bend ISD, is this year’s TASB president. Joining Rice as
officers are President-Elect Ted Beard, Longview ISD; First Vice-President
Debbie Gillespie, Frisco ISD; Second Vice-President Bob Covey, Cypress-
Fairbanks ISD; Secretary-Treasurer Armando Rodriguez, Canutillo ISD;
and Immediate Past President Lee Lentz-Edwards, Kermit ISD. All
assumed their positions at the close of the Assembly.
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The Assembly also held elections for TASB directors, filling 12 positions
on the Board. Elected to three-year terms (2020–23):

Region 4B, Page Rander, Clear Creek ISD
Region 4D, Anne Sung, Houston ISD
Region 4H, Rose Avalos, Aldine ISD
Region 8, Thomas Darden, Cooper ISD
Region 10D, Kevin Carbó, Mesquite ISD
Region 11B, Jacinto Ramos Jr., Fort Worth ISD
Region 11C, Justin Chapa, Arlington ISD
Region 13B, Mary Jane Hetrick, Dripping Springs ISD
Region 14, Greg Welch, Clyde CISD
Region 15, Raymond P. Meza, San Felipe Del Rio CISD
Region 20A, Rolinda Schmidt, Kerrville ISD
Region 20B, Karen Freeman, Northside ISD–Bexar County 
 

2020–22 Advocacy Agenda 

The Assembly also adopted the 2020–22 Advocacy Agenda. The
Advocacy Agenda serves as TASB’s plan of action during the legislative
biennium. The Assembly approved changes to the Cornerstone Principles
and adopted new Advocacy Priorities and Advocacy Resolutions. The
Advocacy Resolutions include an emergency resolution that was
submitted after the June 15 deadline. The resolution was prompted by
deliberation on the Framework for School Board Development that took
place during the State Board of Education’s September 2020 meeting.
The emergency resolution addresses the rights of trustees of independent
school districts to “maintain all powers and duties to govern their
respective school districts.”

The 2020–22 Advocacy Agenda is posted online and will be mailed to
trustees in early November. 
 

Featured Speaker: Dan Huberty 
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For this year’s Assembly, State Representative and House Public
Education Committee Chair Dan Huberty offered a glimpse of what to
expect during the upcoming legislative session. He encouraged trustees
to communicate with legislators about what is happening in school districts
and what is needed. 
 

Annual Report on the Association

The Assembly viewed a video report on Association activities during
2019–20. This year's report highlighted a variety of new services and
described how TASB is helping members during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Mark your calendars for next year’s Delegate Assembly, September 25,
2021, in Dallas. 

Awards Presented at Convention
This year’s TASA | TASB Convention included the presentation of three
awards: Superintendent of the Year, Outstanding School Board, and
Teachers of the Year

Jose Gonzalez, superintendent of McAllen ISD, was named the 2020
Superintendent of the Year by TASB. Gonzalez was selected from a group
of state finalists that included Roland Hernandez, Corpus Christi ISD,
Region 2; Michelle Barrow, Newton ISD, Region 5; Jamie Wilson, Denton
ISD, Region 11; and Becky McCutchen, Alpine ISD, Region 18.

The Hurst-Euless-Bedford ISD Board of Trustees was named 2020
Outstanding School Board by the Texas Association of School
Administrators (TASA). Finalist Honor Boards included Mesquite ISD,
Region 10; Sheldon ISD, Region 4; Temple ISD, Region 12; and Tornillo
ISD, Region 19.

Two Texas educators received top honors in the 2021 Texas Teacher of
the Year awards by TASA. Eric Hale, a kindergarten and first-grade
teacher from Dallas ISD, is the 2021 Texas Elementary Teacher of the

Create PDF in your applications with the Pdfcrowd HTML to PDF API PDFCROWD

https://t.e2ma.net/click/wm7t2c/c32pid/wuxbodb
https://t.e2ma.net/click/wm7t2c/c32pid/cnybodb
https://t.e2ma.net/click/wm7t2c/c32pid/sfzbodb
https://t.e2ma.net/click/wm7t2c/c32pid/87zbodb
https://t.e2ma.net/click/wm7t2c/c32pid/o00bodb
https://pdfcrowd.com/doc/api/?ref=pdf
https://pdfcrowd.com/?ref=pdf


Year, and Anthony Lopez-Waste, a history teacher from Canutillo ISD, is
the 2021 Texas Secondary Teacher of the Year. Hale also was chosen to
represent the state as Texas Teacher of the Year in the National Teacher
of the Year competition. 

SBOE Work on Framework 
The State Board of Education (SBOE) considered proposed changes to
the Framework for School Board Development at its September meeting.
Several trustees testified before the Committee on School Initiatives,
including Rolinda Schmidt (Kerrville ISD), Karen Freeman (Northside
ISD), Tracy Fisher (Coppell ISD), Kristi Hassett (Lewisville ISD), and Trish
Bode (Leander ISD). They spoke to the recommendations of an ad hoc
committee that was tasked with updating the Framework by SBOE Chair
Keven Ellis. Their comments centered on language in the
recommendations that seemed to impose additional duties or
requirements on trustees that are not outlined in statute and appeared
more like a specific model of training as opposed to guidelines within
which various models for training can exist.

The SBOE committee made several amendments to the ad hoc
committee’s recommendations based on input from TASB; however, the
SBOE reversed some of the more significant suggestions proposed by
TASB. Chair Ellis expressed his intent to continue gathering stakeholder
input before final changes to the Framework are adopted during the
November SBOE meeting. 

Legislative and Regulatory Update 
TASB submitted a letter to the Public Utility Commission asking that the
state maintain funding for the Texas Universal Service Fund, which helps
rural school districts maintain network access. The fund is nearly depleted
and requires state intervention for continued operation.
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TASB joined with 19 other education stakeholders to submit a letter to the
Texas Education Agency and State Board of Education (SBOE) asking
them to not approve any expansion of charter schools this year due to the
dire budget shortfall that is being projected for the upcoming biennium.
The letter stressed that every child that enrolls in a charter school is more
expensive to the state and draws critical resources away from
independent school districts. The groups also produced documents
outlining concerns identified with each applicant seeking a charter.

During its September meeting, the SBOE vetoed three of the charter
applicants for this year. In the previous seven years, the SBOE vetoed a
total of three charters. 

Advocacy Institute Stipends Awarded 
A total of 35 trustees will receive stipends awarded to their districts to
cover the cost of registration for the 2021 Advocacy Institute. Hosted by
the National School Boards Association (NSBA), the event provides an in-
person forum for school board members to learn about policies that will
benefit public schools and students and to influence the decisions made
on Capitol Hill.

The selected trustees represent 31 of the 36 Texas congressional districts.
The stipend program was initiated in 2007 to boost trustee participation at
the annual institute. The stipend is paid directly to a district as
reimbursement for conference registration. 

Upgraded BuyBoard® Application
TASB staff shared a demo of the new BuyBoard® application. The online
platform has undergone a significant upgrade to make the process of
government procurement easier, while maintaining the compliance focus
that public school districts require.

The new BuyBoard includes:
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Advanced keyword search and filtering options that allow users to
browse by product, vendor, or contract, and quickly sort results
A transparent procurement experience where users can see list
prices, vendors’ BuyBoard discounts, and product price
comparisons across awarded vendors
Outstanding customer service, meticulous attention to compliance,
and modern RFQ and PO processes 

The Local Government Purchasing Cooperative was created specifically
to support and serve Texas public school districts, counties, cities, and
other local government agencies. The goal is to provide competitive
pricing, a transparent procurement process, reduced administrative costs,
and superior service.

The Cooperative is endorsed by TASB, the Texas Association of School
Administrators, Texas Municipal League, and Texas Association of
Counties and is a strategic partner of the Texas Association of School
Business Officials. 

Upcoming Training

TASB Conference for Administrative Professionals 

Registration is underway for the TASB Conference for Administrative
Professionals, to be held virtually October 22–23. Typically, this
conference is offered at TASB Headquarters in October and repeats the
following February. With the move to virtual this year, the conference will
be held just in October and recorded so attendees can enjoy the sessions
for 30 days after the event closes.

The conference offers training and networking opportunities for
administrative support personnel at the district level. This year’s agenda
includes topics such as elections, legal issues, policy, human resources,
cybersecurity, special populations, and personal growth. 
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XG™ Summit 

TASB is hosting its third eXceptional Governance™ (XG) Summit
November 9–10 as a virtual event. This year, the Association is partnering
with The University of Texas at Austin to provide some of the
programming.

The XG Summit highlights current research on the connection between
school governance and student success. This year’s conversation also will
focus on how to improve student outcomes during a pandemic. Featured
speakers include Miranda Beard, former NSBA president and a trustee in
Mississippi; Paul Johnson, former Ohio school board member and
superintendent and professor of educational leadership at Bowling Green
State University; and Davis Campbell, former executive director of the
California Association of School Boards and co-author of The Governance
Core: School Boards, Superintendents, and Schools Working Together. 
 

New Online Learning Center Course 

A new interactive, attorney general-approved course on the Texas Open
Meetings Act (OMA) has been added to the Online Learning Center.
Although the attorney general’s office offers an online training on OMA,
TASB’s course is designed specifically for school board trustees with
relevant examples and exercises that will prepare new trustees to serve. 
 

HR Administrators Academy

The Texas School HR Administrators Academy (HR Academy) is being
offered virtually this fall, split across four Thursdays in October and
November. The event offers two learning tracks: “basics” for new human
resources (HR) administrators and “beyond the basics” for experienced
HR administrators. 
 

Governance Camp
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Preparations are underway for Governance Camp, scheduled for March
3–6, 2021, in Galveston. Changes are planned for 2021, including making
all breakout sessions 60 minutes in length and recording some sessions
to be viewed on demand for 30 days after the event for registered
attendees. Student exhibitors will again be on hand to demo projects and
participate in a series of 15-minute spotlight sessions connecting the
projects to their educational experiences.

Trustees and district staff interested in attending, presenting a session, or
having students participate are encouraged to check out the Governance
Camp event page. 

In Other Business, the Board Approved:

Minutes for July 25, 2020, Board meeting
Members of the 2020–21 Nominations Committee
Late resolution for the proposed 2020–22 Advocacy Agenda 

The next meeting of the TASB Board of Directors is December 5 in Austin. 

Editor: Denise Schulz 
TASB Communications
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